Explaining the occurrence of altruism has perplexed biologists ever since Darwin first advanced his theory of evolution by means of natural selection {1}. After all, if natural selection favors those individuals that produce the most surviving young, how can a behavior evolve that entails helping others to survive and reproduce, especially if it reduces the helper's own survival and reproduction? Nowhere is this problem more apparent than in species that have evolved eusociality, in which non-reproductive castes exist to care for the reproductive members of the society {2,3}.

